MODERN  TIMES
demagogy only serve to enhance their power and to give
greater impetus to their propaganda.
It is none the less true that the idea of "Enlightened
despotism', temporarily obscured in France by the
Revolution, was destined to regain its full force with
Napoleon Bonaparte, and to contribute in considerable
measure to the establishment of the Consulate and the
Empire. It is absolutely impossible, if, duly respecting
historical sequence, we would arrive at a correct under-
standing of our own era, to ignore the idea entertained
by intellectual aristocrats, that progress cannot proceed
from the credulous, plodding and stupid multitude, but
that it must be imposed from above by supermen.